Diary for the coming Week

Notices

May 3rd 2015

HOLY CROSS
Mon 4th

No Services in Church. No Bible Study

Tues 5th

9.30am

Morning Prayer & Eucharist

Weds 6th

9.30am
2.30p

Morning Prayer & Eucharist
Chat ’n’ Craft

Thurs 7th

9.30am

Morning Prayer & Eucharist

Friday 8th

10am

Parish Prayer Group

Next Sunday 6th of Easter
8am Eucharist
10.30am Sung Eucharist & junior Church
12.30pm Holy Baptism

Baptism, Confirmation
and First Communion

5th of Easter Bulletin

Would anyone wishing to be prepared for
any of the above, please speak to Ann in the
Hall after today’s service
Deanery Confirmation is
June 21st 5.30pm in the Cathedral

PLANT SALE & MINI MARKET
Thank you to everyone who contributed
to the success of sale

Birthdays: Scarlett
Departed: Manuela Toporsowska
Anniversary of death : Tom Bishop, Dorothy Parker
Sick: Viv Tillyer, Leis, Bet Bishop, Jean Poplett, Jean Murphy,
Margaret Miles, Sally-Ann, Gill Tourbay, Della,
Camilla, Baby Mollie, Alan & Eileen Harme, Richard, Len &
Sheila Roberton, Tony White, Graham Bryant, Eileen Dunstan, Yvonne Denton
Long Term Sick & Frail: Fr Nigel, Nadia, Syd Giles,
Elizabeth Greaves, Petronella , Marjorie Prior, Joan
Reeve, Joyce Ablett , Jean Gillpin, Mildred Hall, Shirley
Stokes, John Haddon, Dilys Walker, Dulcie Littlechild,
Stephanie Robinson, Margaret Hotston, Richard BushnellWye, Penny Enfield, Chaz & Sally, John Gostling,
Wendy O’Neill,

John 15.1-8
NEXT SUNDAY
6th of Easter
Acts 10.44-end; 1John 5.1-6; John 15.9-17
The Revd Canon Ann Clarke Priest-in-Charge
330 Chichester Road, North Bersted PO21 5AU
01243 823800
annclarke@talktalk.net
www.holycrossnorthbersted.org.uk

Welcome to Holy Cross Church
If you are a visitor or new to the area,
please make yourself known to the
Sidespeople, Church Wardens or
Parish Priest.
Refreshments are served in the Hall
after the 10.30am Eucharist

The Collect

Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting
life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into
our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may
bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.
All Amen.
First Reading

A Reading from Acts
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go toward
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to
this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand
what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a
lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away
from the earth.’ The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom,
may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news
about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came
to some water; and the eunuch said,
‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until
he came to Caesarea.
Acts 8. 26-40

This is the word of the Lord.
All

Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 22.25-31

R: All the ends of the earth shall turn to you, O Lord.
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; I will
perform my vows in the presence of those that fear you.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek the
Lord shall praise him; their hearts shall live for ever. R
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the
Lord, and all the families of the nations shall bow before
him. For the kingdom is the Lord’s and he rules over the
nations. R
How can those who sleep in the earth bow down in
worship, or those who go down to the dust kneel before
him?
He has saved my life for himself; my descendants shall serve
him; this shall be told of the Lord for generations to come.
They shall come and make known his salvation, to a people
yet unborn, declaring that he, the Lord, has done it. R

Second Reading
A reading from the 1st Letter of John
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the
Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have
known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and
God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in
this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear

in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those
who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.
The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
1 John 4.7-21
This is the word of the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; I
was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
All

Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
John 15.1-8

All

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father
is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by
the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All

Praise to you, O Christ

