Holy Cross Church
North Bersted
Christmas Day
Sunday 25th December

This week at Holy Cross:
Sunday 25th December
10.30am Family Eucharist
Sunday 1st January
10.30am Morning Prayer for
Christmas
Sunday 8th January
Epiphany Sunday
8am
Holy Communion
10.30am Family Eucharist
12.30pm Drinks at the Vicarage
Special Prayer Requests
Elaine Bishop, Elizabeth Greaves,
Lindy Owen-Ellis
Regular Prayer Requests
Father Nigel
Those whom we visit at home
Margaret Porter, Jean Poplett,
Lee Reeve, Gill Tourbay & Nadia,
Jean Etheridge, Chaz
Birthdays
Fleur Higgins, Yvonne Denton
Years Mind
Ted Towse Snr, Dennis Vines
If you are new to the church,
please pick up a welcome
envelope from the back of
church

Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at
Bethlehem draws us to kneel in
wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise as we
worship you, our Saviour and our
eternal God. Amen
Post Communion Collect
God our Father, whose Word has
come among us in the Holy Child
of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our
hearts and shine in our words and
deeds; through him who is Christ
the Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING
Isaiah 9 2-7
The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep
darkness— on them light has
shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at
the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of
Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping
warriors and all the garments
rolled in blood shall be burned as
fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is
named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with
righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do
this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The GOSPEL
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Luke
Glory to you O Lord.
In those days a decree went out
from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were

there, the time came for
her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for
them in the inn.
The Shepherds and the Angels
In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest
heaven,
and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the

manger. When they saw this, they
made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been
told them.
Readings for Jan 1st
Genesis 17 1-13
When Abram was ninety-nine
years old, the LORD appeared to
Abram, and said to him, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me,
and be blameless. And I will make
my covenant between me and
you, and will make you
exceedingly numerous.” Then
Abram fell on his face; and God
said to him, “As for me, this is my
covenant with you: You shall be
the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. No longer shall your
name be Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. I will make
you exceedingly fruitful; and I will
make nations of you, and kings
shall come from you. I will
establish my covenant between
me and you, and your offspring
after you throughout their
generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to

your offspring after you.
And I will give to you, and
to your offspring after you, the
land where you are now an alien,
all the land of Canaan, for a
perpetual holding; and I will be
their God.”
God said to Abraham, “As for you,
you shall keep my covenant, you
and your offspring after you
throughout their generations. This
is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and
your offspring after you: Every
male among you shall be
circumcised. You shall circumcise
the flesh of your foreskins, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and you. Throughout
your generations every male
among you shall be circumcised
when he is eight days old,
including the slave born in your
house and the one bought with
your money from any foreigner
who is not of your offspring. Both
the slave born in your house and
the one bought with your money
must be circumcised. So shall my
covenant be in your flesh an
everlasting covenant.
Romans 2 17-end
But if you call yourself a Jew and
rely on the law and boast of your
relation to God and know his will
and determine what is best
because you are instructed in the
law, and if you are sure that you

are a guide to the blind, a light to
those who are in darkness, a
corrector of the foolish, a teacher
of children, having in the law the
embodiment of knowledge and
truth, you, then, that teach others,
will you not teach yourself? While
you preach against stealing, do
you steal? You that forbid
adultery, do you commit adultery?
You that abhor idols, do you rob
temples? You that boast in the
law, do you dishonour God by
breaking the law? For, as it is
written, “The name of God is
blasphemed among the Gentiles
because of you.”
Circumcision indeed is of value if
you obey the law; but if you break
the law, your circumcision has
become uncircumcision. So, if
those who are uncircumcised
keep the requirements of the law,
will not their uncircumcision be
regarded as circumcision? Then
those who are physically
uncircumcised but keep the law
will condemn you that have the
written code and circumcision but
break the law. For a person is not
a Jew who is one outwardly, nor
is true circumcision something
external and physical. Rather, a
person is a Jew who is one
inwardly, and real circumcision is
a matter of the heart—it is
spiritual and not literal. Such a
person receives praise not from
others but from God.

Eucharist
From January the Mid week Eucharist will return to a
weekly slot at 1.30pm on
Wednesday. Week beginning 9th
January. Allowing those who
come to join Chat and Craft or
Warm Wednesday for a drink and
chat after the service.
Thank you for all the Christmas
cards and greetings we have
received at the Vicarage. We
look forward to welcoming you all
at the Vicarage on Epiphany
Sunday as a thank you for all you
each bring to our community.
Jo is on annual leave until after
the New Year.

Stay in Touch
Revd Jo King 01243 926415 350
Chichester Road, North Bersted, PO21
5BX
vicar@holycrossnorthbersted.org.uk
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